
The Bible predicts 
Middle East 

conflict will end
in peace

To Armageddon



Why is the Middle East so crucial 
to world peace?

 Cradle of human 
civilization 

 Centre of the world 
 Land bridge of 3 

major continents
 Source of 2/3 of 

the world’s oil 
supplies

Fertile Crescent

Europe
Asia

Africa



Who will solve 
the Jewish-Arab 

problem?
The discord between 
Jews and Arabs can 

be traced back 
millennia to the 

antipathy between 
Isaac and Ishmael. Its 

resolution is only 
possible through the 

intervention of Christ.



“Peace and safety” cry will precede 
Armageddon 

1 Thess. 5:1-3
But of the times and the seasons, 
brethren, ye have no need that I write unto 
you. 
For yourselves know perfectly that the day 
of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the 
night. 
For when they shall say, Peace and safety; 
then sudden destruction cometh upon 
them, as travail upon a woman with child; 
and they shall not escape.



The origin of the Gaza Crisis
 Hamas won 

Palestinian elections 
in 2006.

 Made the Gaza strip 
its base of operations 
against Israel.

 Supported by Iran and 
Syria – seeks Israel’s 
destruction.

 Used tunnels to 
smuggle in weapons 
and rockets.



Withdrawal without peace - August 2005
 Israel under Ariel Sharon 

decided on a divisive and 
controversial withdrawal 
from the Gaza strip.

 Sharon formed a new 
party – Kadima, but fell to 
a stroke. Ehud Olmert 
won the election and 
implemented the policy.

 Olmert forced from office 
was replaced by Likud’s 
Netanyahu 2009.

Felled by a stroke 4 January 2006



Israel’s war against Hamas in Gaza
3 January 2009

A Deadly Conflict



Ground invasion follows air strikes
Israel systematically destroyed Hamas 
strongholds and centres of operation.



International impotence amid 
overwhelming destruction

 Over 1,400 people died.
 The United Nations proved 

impotent.



International condemnation of Gaza 
blockade by Israel to limit Hamas



The United Nations

Isa. 2:4
“…and they shall beat their 
swords into plowshares, and 

their spears into 
pruninghooks…”



Peace will come to the earth!
Isaiah 32

1 Behold, a king shall reign in 
righteousness, and princes shall rule in 
judgment.
17 And the work of righteousness shall 
b e p e a c e ; a n d t h e e f f e c t o f 
righteousness quietness and assurance 
for ever. 
18 And my people shall dwell in a 
peaceable habitation, and in sure 
dwellings, and in quiet resting places.



Christ will return to the earth!

Acts 1:10-11
And while they looked stedfastly toward 
heaven as he went up,  behold, two men 
stood by them in white apparel;
Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why 
stand ye gazing up into heaven? this 
same Jesus, which is taken up from you 
into heaven, shall so come in like 
manner as ye have seen him go into 
heaven.

…personally, bodily and visibly



The Kingdom of God 
Isaiah 11:9-10

They shall not hurt nor destroy in all 
my holy mountain: for the earth shall 
be full of the knowledge of the LORD, 
as the waters cover the sea. 
And in that day there shall be a root 
of Jesse, which shall stand for an 
ensign of the people; to it shall the 
Gentiles seek: and his rest shall be 
glorious.

Only God can bring peace to the earth



All nations drawn to Jerusalem

Opposed by 
Tarshish (Britain) 
and the young 
lions (her allies)

RUSSIA Gog leads an 
invasion of the 
Land of Israel

Ezek. 38
Zech. 14
Joel 3
Dan.11



The Invader of Israel
Ezekiel 38:2

Rotherham – “Son of man, Set 
thy face against Gog, of the 
land of Magog, Prince of Rosh, 
Meshech and Tubal – And 
prophesy concerning him”



‘Gog’ – Unger’s Bible Dictionary

Ezekiel 38, 39, which deal with 
Gog, the prince, and Magog, his 
land, describe the actual invasion 
of Palestine by a great northern 
confederacy, ostensibly headed up 
by Russia. The scene depicts a 
gigantic outburst of anti-Semitism 
and a colossal attempt to overrun 
Palestine and annihilate the Jew. 



Israel secure when Gog strikes!
Ezek. 38:8

8 After many days thou shalt be visited: 
in the latter years thou shalt come into 
the land that is brought back from the 
sword, and is gathered out of many 
people, against the mountains of Israel, 
which have been always waste: but it is 
brought forth out of the nations, and 
they shall dwell safely all of them. 

“securely”



Ezekiel 38:9-10
Thou (Gog) shalt ascend and come 
like a storm, thou shalt be like a 
cloud to cover the land, thou, and 
all thy bands, and many people 
with thee. 
Thus saith the Lord GOD; It shall 
also come to pass, that at the same 
time shall things come into thy 
mind, and thou shalt think an evil 
thought: 



Why the wall must go – Ezek. 38:11-12
“I will go up to the 
land of unwalled 
villages; I will go to 
them that are at 
rest, that dwell 
safely, all of them 
dwelling without 
walls, and having 
neither bars nor 
gates……that dwell 
in the midst of the 
land.” Hebrew – tabbur - centre, midst, 

navel, highest part. Youngs Lit. – 
“high part”; Darby – “middle”.

Hebrew - perâzâh - open region, 
hamlet, unwalled village, open 
country. Lit. “to the land of open 
spaces”.

Gog’s plan



The West Bank in Israel’s possession 
prior to Armageddon

Ezek. 38:12

“…that dwell in 
the midst of the 
land.”
The mountains of 
Israel run down 
the spine of the 
Land of Israel – 
the ‘navel’.



Armageddon - Ezekiel 38:21-23
21 And I will call for a sword against him 
throughout all my mountains, saith the 
Lord GOD: every man's sword shall be 
against his brother. 
22 And I will plead against him with 
pestilence and with blood.
23 Thus will I magnify myself, and 
sanctify myself; and I will be known in 
the eyes of many nations, and they shall 
know that I am the LORD. 



Our times! 1967 - Luke 21:24
And they (the Jews) shall fall by the 
edge of the sword, and shall be led away 
captive into all nations: and Jerusalem 
shall be trodden down of the Gentiles, 
until the times of the Gentiles be 
fulfilled.

The 6 Day War in June 
1967 saw the recapture 

of the Old City of 
Jerusalem by Israel. This 

was a milestone in the 
fulfilment of Bible 

prophecy.



25 And there shall be signs in the 
sun, and in the moon, and in the 
stars; and upon the earth distress 
of nations, with perplexity; the sea 
and the waves roaring; 
26 Men’s hearts failing them for 
fear, and for looking after those 
things which are coming on the 
earth: for the powers of heaven 
shall be shaken.

The sea is a symbol for 
nations in Scripture – 
Isa. 17:12-13; 57:20

1968 onwards - Luke 21:25-26

“perplexity”
Greek – aporia – at a loss for a way to 

proceed, without resources

The sun is a symbol of political powers and 
governments in Scripture – Isa. 24:21-23; Joel 

2:10, 31
The moon is a symbol for ecclesiastical systems 

in Scripture – Gen. 1:16; Acts 2:20
Stars are a symbol of rulers in Scripture – Dan. 

12:3; Isa. 14:13

“The powers of heaven” symbolises the 

governments of the world.



1968 – Like a knife blade, the year severed past 
from future – ‘Time’ 11 January 1988

The spa sms o f un re s t s eemed a lmos t 
psychologically coordinated, as if a mysterious 
common impulse had swept through the nervous 
system of a global generation. 
1968 had the vibrations of earthquake about it. 
America shuddered. History cracked open….. The 
year was pivotal and messy. It produced vivid 
theatre. It reverberates still in the American 
mind.
1968 was tragedy and horrific entertainment: 
deaths of heroes, uprisings, suppressions, the 
end of dreams, blood in the streets of Chicago 
and Paris and Saigon… and at Christmastime 
man floating around the moon.

The BBC had a 3 part series on

1968 in 2008 – 40th anniversary



Time Cover: After 20 years, the apocalyptic 
An End of Heroes
The year had many legacies, but the 
assassinations were among the most 
important and were the hardest to bear. They 
altered history and broke something essential 
in the national morale – they broke hope. 
“The best leaders of our time were dead,” 
Hayden says now. “They had been murdered. 
That is the heart of the tragedy. By 1968 I 
knew I was part of an apocalypse, which is 
different from the early idealism. You feel 
you are carried by events that are out of your 
control.”



Paris student riots
1968

Martin Luther 
King - 
assassinated

Robert Kennedy - 
assassinated

Russian tanks in Prague

Student riots in MexicoParis riots

Modern civilisation had never 

seen anything like this!



Sign of the Fig Tree – Luke 21:29-30
29 And he spake to them a parable; 
Behold the fig tree, and all the trees; 
30 When they now shoot forth, ye see 
and know of your own selves that 
summer is now nigh at hand. 
31 So likewise ye, when ye see these 
things come to pass, know ye that the 
kingdom of God is nigh at hand. 
32 Verily I say unto you,  This 
generation shall not pass away,  till all 
be fulfilled.

The fig tree 

is a symbol 

of Israel in 

Scripture – 

Joel 1:7, 

12; Hos. 

9:10; Jer. 

24

Trees are a symbol for 

nations in Scripture – 

Ezek. 31.

When Israel became a 

nation in 1948 there 

were 57 nations in the 

United Nations. There 

are now 192 nations.



The destiny of
 all nations is intertwined

 with Israel

The inescapable 

conclusion….



Men’s hearts failing for fear

1948

Israel 
becomes 
a nation 
state 
(“fig 
tree”)

1967

6 Day War – 
Jerusalem 
freed from 
non-Jewish 

control

1968 – Era of perplexity
2008

Global 
financial 

crisis

1973-74

Yom Kippur 
War – 
Global fuel 
and 
economic 
crisis

1987

9/11 – 
Terrorism 
strikes at 
heart of 
modern 

civilisation

1991 2001

Famine Global warming
- eratic climate

M.A.D.
?

Stock 
market 
crash

Gulf War - 
Recession



The Return of Christ
Luke 21:27-28

27 And then shall they see the Son 
of man coming in a cloud with 
power and great glory. 
28 And when these things begin to 
come to pass, then look up, and lift 
up your heads; for your redemption 
draweth nigh.

Christ will return to redeem the 
faithful who are looking for him!



The Outcome – Joel 3:16-17
16 The LORD also shall roar out of 
Zion, and utter his voice from 
Jerusalem; and the heavens and the 
earth shall shake: but the LORD will be 
the hope of his people, and the 
strength of the children of Israel. 

17 So shall ye know that I am the 
LORD your God dwelling in Zion, my 
holy mountain: then shall Jerusalem 
be holy, and there shall no strangers 
pass through her any more.

Joel 3:17

The Kingdom 

of God 

established on 

earth



But in the last days it shall come to pass, 
that the mountain of the house of the 
LORD shall be established in the top of the 
mountains, 
and it shall 
be exalted 
above the 
hi l ls ; and 
people shall 
f low unto 
it.

Micah 4:1

Jerusalem – Centre of World peace



The Response of the Nations
Micah 4:2

And many nations shall come, and 
say, Come, and let us go up to the 
mountain of the LORD, and to the 
house of the God of Jacob; and he 
will teach us of his ways, and we 
will walk in his paths: for the law 
shall go forth of Zion, and the word 
of the LORD from Jerusalem. 



Nations Humbled and at Rest
Micah 4:3-4

And he shall judge among many people, 
and rebuke strong nations afar off; and 
they shall beat their swords into 
plowshares, and their spears into 
pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up a 
sword against nation, neither shall they 
learn war any more. 
But they shall sit every man under his 
vine and under his fig tree; and none 
shall make them afraid: for the mouth 
of the LORD of hosts hath spoken it.



Zech. 14:16
And it shall come 

to pass, that every 
one that is left of 

all the nations 
which came against 

Jerusalem shall 
even go up from 

year to year to 
worship the King, 

the LORD of hosts, 
and to keep the 

feast of tabernacles. 

There is a brighter future ahead



What must we do to be saved?
Mark 16:15-16

Go ye into all the world, and preach the 
gospel to every creature. He that 
believeth and is baptized shall be saved; 
but he that believeth not shall be 
damned.

Unbelief

Belief 
through 

enlighten-
ment

Life lived in 
faith, hope and 

love

Received into the 
Kingdom of God – 

glory, honour, ever-
lasting life

3 Steps to Salvation



Time is running out! 
Christ will soon return 

to the earth

Are 

you 

ready?


