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• Allow yourself time 
• Relax, but be alert & awake. 
• Make yourself comfortable 
• Develop the right attitude of mind 
• Prayer 

 
• Bible 
• Pen 
• Paper / Pad 

 

• Read aloud 
• Look at the context of surrounding verses 
• Read regularly 
• Take small portions at a time 
• Read slowly, and read ALL the words 
• Ask yourself questions 
• Be patient 

 
• Have an open mind to be ready to learn and to be taught by the Scriptures 
• Try to read, learn and accept what the Bible teaches, without any preconceived 

ideas 
• If necessary, be ready to change your beliefs and views, when shown from the 

Scriptures that any you may already have may not be correct 
 

1 The Bible interprets itself 
We need to realize that the key to easier (not easy) understanding of the Bible is found in its 
own pages. Our tendency is not to look far enough for answers inside the book when we �nd 
something that we do not understand.  A basic principle in reading the Bible more e�ectively lies 
in the simple fact: 
Your questions about what the Bible teaches are answered in the Bible. 
This cannot be emphasized too much. Sometimes,  instead of looking to the Bible, we ask 
others for help. This can lead us  in wrong directions. Remember, the Bible is the inspired Word 
of God and God is not an author  of confusion, so will be c onsistent in His teachings. 
Let scripture interpret scripture. 
The explanation of a problem is sometimes to be found in the same chapter in which it occurs, 
or in a chapter nearby. 
Let’s look at a couple of examples: 
Look at Matthew 13 v 1 to 9 
In this chapter we are presented with the parable of the sower. If you keep on reading, starting 
at verse 18, you �nd that you are giv en a complete explanation of the parable. 
Another example of the Bible explaining it self is found in the prophecy of Isaiah. 
Look at Isaiah 14 v 12 
Many statements have been made about th is verse, but if we just l ook at verse 4 of the same 
chapter, which introduces the se ction, we see that, clearly, it  is talking about the king of 
Babylon. 
Sometimes the answers or explanations are to be found in di�erent books of the Bible. 
Some of the most important passages in the Old Testament are explained in the New 
Testament. In other words the New Testament provides a comme ntary on the Old Testament 
and gives us clear guidance as to their meaning. Remember "all scrip ture is given by inspiration 
of God" (II Tim 3:16) 
One very good way of reading the Bi ble e�ectively is to listen for “Bible echoes”, which we will 
look at next. 
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2 Bible echoes 
One very good way of reading the Bible effectively is to listen for “Bible echoes”. Whenever you 
read the Bible keep asking yourself, “Where have I heard that word or phrase before?” 
When you have difficulty in understanding a section, look for these “Bible echoes” in other parts 
of the Bible. They are indirect comparisons and allusions which are useful to highlight certain 
principles and their effects. 
We shall show you how to track down these “echoes” when we look at the use of a 
concordance later. 
One chapter in the Bible that has “echoes” throughout the rest of the Bible is Isaiah 53. 
Read Isaiah 53 
On first reading it is clear that the whole chapter is describing someone who was to suffer 
terribly. Verses 4 to 6 would seem to indicate that these sufferings are relevant to us. If we look 
at the “echoes” in the rest of the Bible it becomes clear who this chapter is talking about. 
Read Matthew 8 v 14 to 17 
The last verse of this passage clearly tells us that when Jesus healed people he was fulfilling 
the first half of Isaiah 53 v 4. 
Read 1 Peter 2 v 21 to 25 
Verse 22 of this passage “echoes” the second half of Isaiah 53 v 9. 
The first half of verse 23 “echoes” Isaiah 53 v 7. 
Verse 24 “echoes” Isaiah 53 v 4, 5 and 11. 
The first half of verse 25 “echoes” Isaiah 53 v 6. 
These references again tell us that Isaiah 53 is talking about the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Read Matthew 26 v 62 and 63 
Mark 14 v 60 and 61 
John 19 v 9 
These verses “echo” the fact that Isaiah 53 v 7 talks of remaining silent despite provocation. 
Read Acts 8 v 29 to 35 
Again there can be no argument that verses 7 and 8 of Isaiah 53 are talking about Jesus Christ. 
Read Matthew 27 v 57 to 60 
The events described here “echo” the phrase “they made his grave …… with the rich at his 
death” in Isaiah 53 v 9. 
Read Romans 8 v 34 
The end of this verse “echoes” Isaiah 53 v 12 in the reference to “making intercession”. 
All of these “echoes” point clearly to the fact that Isaiah 53 must be talking about Jesus Christ. 
This is just one example of how listening for “echoes” lets the Bible explain itself. 
There are in fact many more “echoes” in this chapter. 
We shall show you how to find “echoes” in the “Concordances” and “Cross-references” 
sections. 
 
 
 
3 Cross-references 
In the previous section “Bible echoes”, you looked at Isaiah 53. 
You learned from that example that the Bible interprets itself. 
In examining that passage we also introduced the tip on “listening” for Bible echoes. That was a 
very good example of how using cross-references can be valuable. Basically, cross-references 
can be used to help the listening process by indicating for you some passages which are 
“echoes”. 
 
What is a cross-reference? 
Cross-references are lists of verses which direct the reader to other locations in the Bible where 
a given event, place, person, phrase or word may be found. 
We hope that you have cross-references in your Bible, because they can be one of your 
greatest aids when you are trying to understand a difficult passage. 
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There are two types of cross-reference. We have reproduced typical examples of cross-
references at the end of this section. The first are those which fall into the category of “centre” 
references. 
 
Centre references by location 
Here is an example of one such Bible. 
In this case, each letter appearing as a 
superscript in the main text is linked to a cross-
reference or references. Sometimes there are 
also alternative meanings of words. In this 
example they are organised by the order they 
appear, generally in the vicinity of the verse. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Centre references by verse 
This second example also has the references in 
the centre margin, but this time references are 
organised by verse. 
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Footnote references 
The third example here has the cross-references at 
the bottom of the page in the form of footnotes. 
Such cross-references are usually not as complete 
as those listed in the centre. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you do not have good cross-references in your Bible, and you really do not want to buy a new 
one, there are books available which only contain cross-references. The most popular one is 
The Treasury of Scripture Knowledge. It simply lists cross-references for each verse in the 
Bible. A word or phrase from the verse is listed with the list of references. 
 
Using cross-references 
We are going to look at some examples of how cross-references can be of help in making your 
reading more effective. There are four main ways in which cross-references can be of help. 
 
1 Linking teaching and prophecies between the Old and New Testaments. 
 

a) For this first example, we have shown Luke 1 v 31-33 from the New King James 
Bible to show exactly how to use cross-references. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In verse 32, if you wonder “What is the throne of his father 
David?”, the marginal references can help. You will notice a 
small letter “c” just before the word “throne”. This Bible is a 
reference “by verse” type, so look down the margin for the 
references to verse 32, then look for reference “c”, which is 2 
Samuel 7 v 14 to 17; Acts 2 v 33 and Acts 7 v 55. The 2 
Samuel reference helps you to understand that Jesus is to 
fulfil the promise to David in 2 Samuel 7. 
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b) If you look at Luke 4 v 16 to 21, you see that Jesus is reading from the book of Isaiah 
in the Old Testament. If you refer to the cross-references, you will see that the actual 
passage he was quoting from is Isaiah 61 v 1 and 2. 

 
2. Filling in details on persons, places, subjects. 
 

a) In Hebrews 7 v 1, you could ask, “Who is Melchizedek?”. The marginal references 
lead us to Genesis 14 v 17 to 19. 

 
b) The book of the Acts starts “The former account I made O Theophilus...”. If you ask 
“What is this ‘former account’”, the margin leads to Luke 1 v 3, where you see that the 
Gospel of Luke was also written for “Theophilus”, so you can conclude that Luke's 
Gospel is the “former account”. 

 
3. Filling in detail from parallel accounts. 
 

a) 1 Kings 15 v 34 says that King Baasha walked “in the way of Jeroboam, and in his 
sin”. The margin helps you to find more about “the way of Jeroboam”. One reference is 
1 Kings 13 v 33, which elaborates Jeroboam’s way of life. 
 
b) Luke 9 v 7 to 9 tells that Herod had killed John the Baptist. You might ask “Why?” 
The references in the “interlinear” Bible to Matthew 14 v 1 to 12 and Mark 6 v 14 to 29 
help tell you why. If you read both of these passages, you see that John had reproved 
Herod for marrying his brother’s wife. Herod’s wife then used devious means to make 
Herod kill John. 

 
4. Clarification of the meaning of a passage. 
 

a) Matthew 9 v 10 to 13. In verse 13, Jesus asked the Pharisees the meaning of “I 
desire mercy and not sacrifice”. The margin says that this is a quote from Hosea 6 v 6, 
where Hosea was telling the people that lots of sacrifices cannot make wicked men 
acceptable to God. The implication is that Jesus was telling the Pharisees that they 
were in fact as wicked as people in Hosea’s day. 
 
b) In Acts 8 v 27 to 40 you read of Philip and the Ethiopian who was reading his Bible. 
The margin tells what he was reading. In Acts 8 v 32, the margin says that he was 
reading Isaiah 53 v 7 and 8. So you know that Philip explained Isaiah 53 to the 
Ethiopian. 

 
 
 
4 Parallel accounts 
A parallel account is when the same incident or account is recorded in another book of the 
bible. 
When we read the bible we can ask these questions, Is this account recorded anywhere else in 
scripture? If so what additional information does it provide? Are there direct cross references? if 
so look them up and consider if they are relevant. They are given by God to provide further 
information. 
Examples are: 
The preaching of John Baptist Matthew 3:1-12 > Mark 1:2-8 > Luke 3:2-17 
The parable of the sower  Matthew 13:1-15 > Mark 4:1-12 
Christ’s crucifixion   Matthew 23  > Mark 15 .> John 18 
And so on – there are many more parallel accounts throughout scripture.. 
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5 Symbolic and figurative language 
Is the passage of scripture speaking of literal things or is it symbolic/figurative? It is essential 
to discern correctly between the two. 
As we said in section 1, it is essential to let the Bible interpret itself, so for symbols or figurative 
language that is used in scripture, we must look within scripture to find their meaning. We are 
not going to go into any real detail in this section, but will look at some very quick examples of 
figurative language being used, all from one chapter: This chapter is telling us about the time of 
the end, when Jesus will return to the earth. 
Luke 21:25, “And there shall be signs in the sun, and in the moon, and in the stars; and upon 
the earth distress of nations, with perplexity; the sea and the waves roaring;” What are the sun, 
moon & stars here? Well, there may well be signs happening in the literal heavenly sun, moon & 
stars, but we are able to see from other passages, that these can also refer to governing 
bodies, such as kings & rulers. 
Also in this verse, it talks about the sea & waves roaring. We see from other places in scripture 
(such as Isaiah 57:20) that the sea can also refer to people & nations, and in this passage they 
would be very unsettled nations, as they are ‘roaring’. In the book of Revelation, we are told 
about a ‘sea of glass’, which when looked into, means people & nations at peace. There are 
other clues in this verse that these symbols are referring to nations, such as “and upon the earth 
distress of nations”. 
Further in this same chapter & at verse 29 we are told that Jesus spoke a parable about a fig 
tree – when we look into this more deeply, we find out in scripture that the nation of Israel is 
symbolised as a fig tree. 
So we can see from these few examples that it is essential to find out what we are reading 
about, and hopefully these things will come clearer the more you read God’s Word. 
 
 
 
6 The first five books of the Bible 
The Law of Moses - A School Master to bring us Unto Christ 
Is the matter under discussion the subject of the Law of Moses as delivered by God - i.e. is it 
set out in one of the first five books of the Bible? If so, we need to understand that law and 
how it works in practice and what the spiritual principle is that underpins it. The Law of Moses 
no longer applies today as it has been replaced by the new covenant. Nevertheless the Law of 
Moses is a school master which should bring us unto Christ (see Galatians 3:24).  
 
 
 
7 Do not add to or subtract from the Word of God 
Do not read into the word of God additional information as a result of "received wisdom" or due 
to our own preconceived ideas or due to literary traditions. Likewise do not subtract from the 
word of God. The Western European cultural values are very different from Jewish cultural 
values. The Word of God is essentially a Jewish book. Those who are being saved are of 
spiritual Israel. We Gentiles have been grafted into the "good olive" tree which is essentially 
Jewish (i.e. the root and stock is made up of Abraham and David - see Romans Ch 11). If we 
mix these cultural values we can expect to get the wrong meaning and understanding. 
"To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not according to this word, it is because there is 
no light in them." (Isaiah 8:20)  
 
 
 
8 Parts of Speech and Shadows 
Scripture also uses other parts of speech, including "shadows". The latter are like types and 
anti-types but have not been defined as such. Examples abound in the Old Testament. They 
include the following which have all been taken from the prophet Jeremiah to illustrate the point: 
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Aspects of Jeremiah's Life that were prophetic through "shadow" of Jesus Christ:  
 
Experiences Shared by Jesus and Jeremiah  Jeremiah Christ 
Known of God before birth  1:5 John 17:3 

A man of sorrows and acquainted with grief  15:15 
20:18 Is 53:3 

Commenced ministry 40 years before the temple was 
destroyed and proclaimed it a den of thieves  7:11-13 Mark 11:17  

Predicted the temple's destruction  7:14 Matt 24:2 

God's word was in his mouth  1:7-9 
20:9 John 12:49 

Bore the reproach of men  15:10 Luke 4:24 
Yet under Divine protection  1:18 John 16:32 
Travelled through Judah, proclaimed the message, 
condemned religious leaders, and taught a new covenant 31:33 Matt 23:39 

Was disclaimed by false prophets  14:13-14 Luke 23:39 
Described himself as a lamb  11:18-19 John 1:36 
Called the people to repentance  4:1-4 Mark 1:15 
Was hated by his own countrymen  18:23 John 15:18 
Mocked  20:7 Luke 23: 11 
Scourged by chief priests  20:3 Matt 27:26 
Rejected by his family  12:6 John 7:5 
Spoke of Jerusalem's destruction  19:8 Luke 21:24 
Weeps for them  13:17 Matt 23:37 
Warned people to flee the City of Jerusalem  21:9 Matt 24:16 
Predicted City's coming glory  3:17 Matt 5:35 
The leaders try to find fault in him  20:10 John 7:32 
Given into the hands of people  38:5 Matt 27:24 
Condemned to die by prophets, priests and people  26:8,11 Mark 15:13 
But found to be not worthy of death  26:16 Mark 15:14 
Suffered a symbolic death and resurrection  38:6,13 Matt 16:24 
Trusted that Yahweh would save him  15:20-21 Matt 27:43 
 
The sufferings and experiences of Jeremiah taught him of the future life and sufferings of Christ. 
They were recorded in such a way as to be prophetic in "shadow" of the experiences of Jesus. 
The Apostle Peter explains it this way: 
"Of which salvation the prophets have inquired and searched diligently, who prophesied of the 
grace that should come unto you: searching what, or what manner of time the spirit of Christ 
which was in them did signify, when it testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory 
that should follow." (1Peter 1: 10 - 11) 
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9 Using a Concordance and Lexicon. 
We are going to look at two study tools that can be very useful – the concordance and the 
lexicon. 
The most commonly used concordances are Young’s Concordance and Strong's Concordance. 
Both of these concordances relate to the Authorised Version of the Bible. 
Similar concordances are available for the New King James Version and the New International 
Version. Other smaller concordances are available, but they are not as thorough. 
Young's Concordance contains an alphabetical listing of almost all the words in the Bible, giving 
the original Hebrew or Greek words, together with their literal meaning and “transliteration” (the 
original word expressed in English letters). It also contains an index lexicon, which gives all the 
ways that each word is translated. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Here is a typical entry in Young’s Concordance together with explanations: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Strong’s Concordance contains an alphabetical listing of all the words in the Bible together with 
a number which is used in the lexicon at the back to give the meaning. The Strong’s lexicon 
also gives the pronunciation. 
It is a matter of personal preference which concordance to use. Young's tends to be easier to 
use, but Strong’s gives more information. 
 
When to use a concordance 
A concordance is useful when trying to locate a verse if you can only remember just a phrase or 
word. 
eg Where does it say “My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?” 
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In this phrase pick the most uncommon word, to reduce the number of references you will need 
to look at. Try “forsaken”. If you do not find it under “forsaken”, look at related words, like 
“forsake”. 
We have copied a small part of the reference for “FORSAKE, to” from Young's: 
(There are nine words in the original translated “forsake”. We have reproduced the entry for the 
eighth word because it contains the references we are interested in.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You will see that the quotation we are looking for is either Matthew 27 v 26 or Mark 15 v 34. 
Strong’s works in a similar way, but uses a numbering system to find the original word. 
 
When to use a concordance and lexicon 
When the Bible was translated into English, remember that the original Old Testament texts 
were in Hebrew and the original New Testament texts were in Greek. As a result, when certain 
of the words were translated into English, they lost some of their shades of meaning. A lexicon 
can help to find the real meaning of the original word after you have found the original word or 
words in the concordance. 
e.g. What does the Bible mean by “world”? 
Part of the Young’s entry in the concordance section looks like this: 
(We have not included the original Hebrew and Greek words.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Page  10 
 
  (+ 32 more references in the Old Testament) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  (+ 23 more references in the New Testament) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  (+ 174 more references in the New Testament) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  (+ 9 more references in the New Testament) 
 
 
Here is a summary of what the concordance search is saying. 
1. There are ten different original words (five in the Old Testament and five in the New) all 
translated “world”. You will remember from the earlier explanation that the words given after the 
meanings of the words (e.g. “erets”) are the original Hebrew or Greek words expressed in 
English letters. 
2. The verses where the word “world” appears in the Authorised Version. 
You can then use the index lexicon at the back of the concordance to find out what other words 
are used as translations of the same original word. Remember there is a lexicon for the Old 
Testament and a separate one for the New Testament. 
If you want to find out more about the first word, look at the anglicised word “erets” in the Old 
Testament lexicon. This is what the concordance tells us: 
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ERETS 
country 140 
earth freq. 
field 1 
ground 96 
land freq. 
nation 1 
way 3 
world 4 

 
This says that “erets” is also translated “country” 140 times, “earth” frequently, “field” once, and 
so on down the list. 
You can then look up these words in the main body of the concordance and find out what the 
passages say. Part of the “country” and “earth” entries are set out below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  (+ many more references in the New Testament) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(+ 100s more references in the Old Testament) 
 
 
We can now see all the different shades of meaning of the anglicised word “erets”. 
We can do similar things with Strong’s Concordance. 
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10 Bible Dictionaries and Encyclopaedias 
 
A Bible dictionary enables us to look up a word alphabetically, and then next to it we are given 
the meaning of that certain word.  
Bible Encyclopaedias are very much like illustrated dictionaries. They are full of information on 
all Biblical subjects. They can be a great help to us by explaining how things were made, or 
telling us customs of the time, and sometimes there are pictures or illustrations to help with the 
explanation.  
 
 
 
11 Bible Atlases, Maps and Charts 
Atlases are very useful for pinpointing a place, or an area, or maybe a route travelled. They give 
the geographical background to the Bible, and often provide additional information to fill out the 
Biblical account. 
 
Useful atlases are: 

• The Macmillan Bible Atlas 
• The Oxford Bible Atlas 
• The Times Bible Atlas 

 
Charts, such as a chart showing the life-spans of people can be useful, so that we can see who 
was around within the lives of other biblical characters (– particularly useful when studying the 
generations around Noah’s time; or for looking at certain kings & prophets of Israel/Judah) 
 
 
 
12 Bible Translations 
There are many different translations, but because we are all different, we may find one more 
acceptable than another. If you have the choice, we recommend you select a version that is 
comfortable for you. In addition to this, bear in mind that some versions reflect the original text 
much more closely than others. Again, if you have a choice we would recommend those 
versions which reflect the original text as faithfully as they can. 
 
Examples of these versions are: 

• The Authorised Version (also known as the King James Version) 
• The Revised Version 
• The Revised Standard Version 
• The New King James Version 
 

If you are considering buying a Bible, look for one with marginal references. You will see the 
reason for this advice under the heading “Cross-references”. 
. 
All versions are translated by people and not by God. So it is best not to rely on one version 
alone, but to compare several versions and then use a Concordance to ensure that the original 
Greek or Hebrew is translated accurately into English. 
The Authorised Version is still a very popular version and is frequently used in many churches. 
Because it was translated in 1611, its language can sometimes appear old-fashioned and 
difficult. This problem can largely be overcome by using the New King James Version, which is 
basically the 1611 version with the old-fashioned words brought 
up to date. 
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Versions of the Bible 
We are now going to look in more detail at the various translations of the English Bible. 
 
There are four different types of translation: 
 

a) “Word-for-word” translations. 
 
These are translations where each original word is translated as accurately as possible into 
English. 
 
Bibles of this type are:- 

• The Authorised Version (also called the King James Version) 
• The Revised Version 
• The Revised Standard Version 
• The New King James Version 
• The American Standard Version 
 
b) “Phrase-for-phrase” translations. 
 

These are translations where the principle of “dynamic equivalence” is used in translation. This 
means that the translators put difficult phrases into modern English in an attempt to give what 
the translators believe is the meaning of such phrases. 
 
Bibles of this type are:- 

• The New English Bible 
• The New International Version (of which there are four versions) 
• The New Revised Standard Version 
• The New American Standard Version 
• The Revised English Bible 

 
c) Catholic translations. 
 

These are versions produced by, and mainly used by, the Roman Catholic Church. 
 

Examples are:- 
• The Douai / Rheims Version 
• The Knox Bible 
• The Jerusalem Bible 
 
d) Paraphrase translations. 
 

These are versions where the principle of “dynamic equivalence” has been carried a stage 
further from the “phrase-for-phrase” versions. They make very easy reading, but they are the 
furthest away from reflecting the meaning of the original text. 
 
Examples of paraphrase versions are:- 

• The Living Bible 
• The Children’s Bible 
• J.B. Phillips (Minor Prophets and New Testament) 
 

The Interlinear Bible is popular with some Bible students. This edition is two versions in one – 
the Authorised and Revised Versions. Where the two versions vary in translation of the original, 
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the text is split and reduced in size; the AV text is below with the RV text above it. This means 
that the two versions can be compared instantly. 
There are other parallel versions available where two versions are side by side on each page.  
 
Examples are:- 

• the New King James Version parallel with King James Version 
• the New International Version parallel with the King James Version. 

 
Large Print and Wide Margin versions are also available. 
 
Some of these special Bibles are expensive, so we recommend that you see a particular Bible 
before buying it to make sure that it is right for you 
 
 
 
13 Bible Related Books 
As we mentioned before, the Bible is the inspired Word of God and God is not an author of 
confusion, so He will be consistent in His teachings. Books about the Bible, such as Bible 
commentaries, Encyclopaedias, and ALL other books are written by human authors who are 
not inspired, and so we should not give them the same respect as the Bible, although they can 
be very helpful at times. 
 
History books 
Writings of some of the Great Empires of the past reveal the accuracy of the Scriptures, and 
give historical background to Biblical times. There are many history books available; probably 
your local library is a good place to start if you want background to a specific period.  
 
There are two very useful atlases of world history: 

• The Times Atlas of World History 
• The Penguin Atlas of World History (2 parts) 

 
Another very useful book is Longman’s Chronicle of the World, which presents the sweep of 
world history as newspaper reports and pictures. 
 
Most of these books are expensive, but are generally available in the larger reference libraries. 
 
 
 
14 Computer Programmes 
If you have access to a computer, the Online Bible is a very useful tool to have. It is based on 
the numbering system contained in Strong’s Concordance. It is more useful than either Young’s 
or Strong’s in that it can search for combinations of words or phrases in addition to individual 
words. The Authorised Version Online Bible can be copied freely. I find the Online Bible is a 
very valuable tool. 
There are many other freely downloadable programmes, another of which is called E-Sword & 
although I’ve not used it personally, I know some people who use it regularly. I’m told it is very 
similar to use as the Online Bible. 
 
 
 
15 Stand alone Electronic Bible aids 
There are available some stand alone electronic aids, such as self contained electronic Bibles. 
Some have different cards containing different Bible versions that can be slotted in, saving the 
need and space for individual books. 
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16 Seek Suitable Teachers 
Many people confess to being Bible students, but we must be on our guard, ensuring that they 
will teach us the true Bible message. By all means discuss the passage with another Bible 
student, but be sure to ask questions, and challenge their understanding. 
 
 
 
17 The role of prophecy 
Prophecy is often too narrowly defined. It actually has a twofold purpose: 
• forth telling – which means speaking out, and 
• foretelling – which means speaking of future events. 
When we speak of forth telling, we include a whole group of prophets and prophecies that do 
not deal with the future at all. These are those, like Moses, who on many occasions mainly 
delivered the law or judgements of God. They did not speak of the future at all in some 
circumstances. 
 
Prophecy of the future – its relevance to us 
Prophecy serves to confirm the certainty of God’s plan. 
It is extremely helpful to have prophecy in Scripture which is known to have been written well 
before the predicted events and which came true with accuracy beyond doubt. 
Prophecy is not for the purpose of satisfying idle curiosity about future events, but to assist 
believers to act in faith, and put total trust in God and His Word. 
The Bible makes it quite clear where we should look for the best example of prophecy to kindle 
or strengthen our faith in God and His Word. 
Read Isaiah 43 v 1 to 10 
The whole chapter, but these verses in particular, makes it quite clear that the nation of Israel is 
God’s prime witness of His existence and purpose. 
We now want to look at how remarkable the predictions of the Bible are in relation to the nation 
of Israel, also called the Jews or God’s people. We shall have to look briefly at the history of the 
nation of Israel. 
 
The unusual Jewish history 
Whatever we may think about the Jews, we cannot deny that they exist, and that they have a 
very long and a very strange history. 
In the days of Jesus Christ there was a thriving Jewish nation in the land of Israel. 
Hundreds of years earlier the nation had been independent, but before Jesus was born it 
became a part of the Roman Empire. 
The Jews did not take kindly to being ruled by foreigners. For many years the country seethed 
with discontent and rebellion. 
Between AD 66 and AD 135 the Jews fought three fierce wars of independence. But each time 
they were defeated, and by AD 135 the Romans had had enough trouble. They were 
determined to stop these revolts once and for all. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Romans destroyed 
Jerusalem and plundered the 
Temple in AD 70. The scene is 
pictured on the triumphal Arch of 
Titus in Rome. The seven 
branched candlestick was taken 
from the Temple 
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With typical Roman thoroughness they utterly destroyed Jerusalem and ploughed up its site. 
Then they erased its name from their maps, and scattered all the inhabitants of Judea (the main 
part of the land of Israel) around the Roman Empire. 
And that, thought the Romans, was that. But they were wrong. 
For century after century the Jews survived as a nation without a country. Wherever they went 
they were hated, treated as an inferior race, and made to live in ghettos. For seventeen 
centuries, on and off, the exiled Jews were persecuted, massacred, or made to flee for their 
lives from one country to another. Yet somehow they survived it all. 
Then, at the end of the nineteenth century, nearly eighteen hundred years after their ancestors 
were exiled from it, a few Jews began to trickle back to their homeland. Within the twentieth 
century the Jewish population of the land of Israel rose from a few thousand to several million. 
By 1948 the Jews there felt sufficiently powerful to proclaim their independence. The following 
year the sovereign State of Israel was admitted to membership of the United Nations. 
 
History written in advance 
With this brief summary of Jewish history in mind, look at what the Old Testament said would 
happen to the Jews. As you read the following passages, ask yourself: “Are these prophecies 
vaguely worded, or are they clear and plain? And have they been fulfilled, or 
 not?” 
1. The Jews would be scattered all over the world, hated, persecuted, and driven from country 
to country. 
Read Deuteronomy 28 v 37 and 64 to 66 
2. Meanwhile, their land, once so fruitful, would lie desolate. 
Read Leviticus 26 v 33 and 34 
3. They would survive all these troubles, and would actually outlive their persecutors. 
Read Jeremiah 30 v 11: Hosea 3 v 4 and 5 
4. Eventually, while still disobeying God, they would go back to their own land again. 
Read Ezekiel 11 v 17; 36 v 22 to 24 : Jeremiah 30 v 7 to 10 
These seven extracts, taken from five different books, are typical of all Old Testament teaching 
about the future of Israel. Everyone, believer and unbeliever alike, agrees that the Old 
Testament was written before the time of Christ. Consequently, it is absolutely certain that these 
prophecies about the Jews were written hundreds of years before they were fulfilled. 
The prophecies about the exile of the Jews were not fulfilled until the second century after 
Christ. The prophecies about their wanderings were fulfilled continuously from the second to the 
nineteenth centuries. And the prophecies about the return of the Jews to their homeland were 
not fulfilled until the twentieth century. 
 
The marvels of prophecy 
Some people say that predictions or prophecies were clever guesses. But if you think about it, 
you will realise that this cannot be the case. If people want to predict the future, they use past 
experience of similar things. When these predictions were made there was no other nation that 
had a similar history, so there was no reason to suggest that these things might happen to the 
Israelites. In fact, all down the ages no other nation has had a similar history. 
There are predictions about other nations contemporary with the prophets. 
Have a look at Ezekiel 25. This chapter predicts the end of four of Israel’s neighbours. 
Isaiah 13 v 19 and 20 and Jeremiah 51 v 36 and 37 predict the end of the superpower of the 
day, Babylon. Not only that, they predict that Babylon would never be lived in again. 
Add details of these prophecies about the nations of Ammon, Moab, Edom, Philistia and 
Babylon to your list of those about Israel. From what we have said, and if you look in the 
relevant history books, you will see that every detail has happened as predicted. 
There are many more equally remarkable prophecies. 
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18 Bible reading plans 
There are many different reading plans available. One such plan is the “Bible Companion”. 
It has two readings from the Old Testament and one from the New Testament each day. 
At the end of the year, after following the plan, you will have read the Old Testament once and 
the New Testament twice. This plan keeps a wonderful balance between the Old and the New 
Testaments, and can really help you bring out those Bible “echoes”. 
It is more important to read daily than to achieve the goal of reading all of the three portions 
each day. If you can only read one portion, be consistent in which portion you read. If you get 
behind, don’t worry about catching up. Just pick up on the readings for that day and keep going 
every day. 
Read Psalm 119 v 97 
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